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• 80% in Italy

• Surface area 213 
km2

• Maximum depth 
370 m

• Lake Ceresio 
belongs to the 
catchment of lake 
Maggiore

• 37% in Italy

• Surface area 49 km2

• Maximum depth 288 m

• Divided in two distinct basins with specific 
and different characteristics

Lake Maggiore & lake Lugano – general features



Finding of a heavy DDx (and Hg) pollution in lake Maggiore 



* From the « Action Plan CIPAIS 2019-2027 » 

1996: Introduction of the « Sezione 2 » with
research and monitoring of lake Maggiore

Focus in particular on DDT (PCB)* and other
inorganic pollutants

2009: start of research activities on dangerous
substances in lake Lugano

Initial focus (2009-2013) similar to lake Maggiore, 
Subsequent evolution towards emerging pollutants

Milestones CIPAIS*



Action plan CIPAIS 2019 - 2027

Objectives and lines of action 

of the Section 2

Contain the residues of micropollutants

and / or other emerging dangerous

substances in lake waters and in other

compartments of the ecosystem.

Observing the trends, in the different

environmental compartments, of 

micropollutants and / or other

emerging dangerous substances.



Current members of the Section 2

Coordination activities IT: Laura Marziali, CNR-IRSA, Brugherio
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